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Understanding Forest Management
and Water Cycle Interactions

In a Changing Environment

2r M
5—6 Oct 2026 19-23 Oct 2026 English

WHY JOIN THIS BIP?

Forests and water are Earth's most critical resources — and the most threatened. Join leading scientists from four European
universities in a hands-on international field experience set in Mediterranean landscapes directly shaped by wildfire, drought,
and land abandonment. Challenge yourself, build your European network, and experience science in the field. Join us in

Albacete this October — where the science is real, the landscapes are stunning, and the conversations are unforgettable.

MAIN TOPICS & TARGET PARTICIPANTS

* Forest ecosystem functioning T t tici t
arget participants:

Master's and PhD students in Forest Science,
 Abandonment, rewilding & forestation Environmental Science, Ecology, Hydrology,

« Soil physics & degradation Geography, or related fields. Academic staff and
early-career researchers.

* Forest management under multiple stressors

 Wildfires in Mediterranean environments
* Nutrients, plant growth & biodiversity Recognition: 3 ECTS (30 hours)
« Tree water relations 5 h online + 25 h face-to-face

» Ecohydrological processes
Places: Max. 25 participants

* Lab indicators: forest perturbation impacts . .
(approx. 5 per partner university)

» Environmental process modelling

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

ONLINE COMPONENT — 5 & 6 OCTOBER 2026 (5 hours)

Manuel Esteban Lucas-Borja -

9:00-10:00 Presentation & Introduction to the BIP UCLM

11:00-13:00 Forest & Forest Management under Multiple Stressors Thomas A. Nagel - Univ. Ljubljana



PROGRAMME SCHEDULE — FACE-TO-FACE COMPONENT

FACE-TO-FACE COMPONENT — 19-23 OCTOBER 2026 (25 hours) - Albacete, Spain

19 Oct - 9-11h
19 Oct - 11-13h

19 Oct -
15:30-17:30

20 Oct - 9-11h

20 Oct - 11-13h

20 Oct -
15:30-17:30

21 Oct - Full day

22 Oct - 9-11h
22 Oct - 11-13h

22 Oct -
15:30-17:30

23 Oct

Abandonment, Rewilding & Forestation: Consequences for Water Management

Soil Physics: Soil Properties in Changing Ecosystems

Tree Water Relations: Growing in Response to the Environment

Nutrients, Plant Growth & Biodiversity in Semi-Natural Ecosystems

Wildfires & Vegetation Interactions in Mediterranean Environments

When Forests Burn: Managing Forest Soils in Fire-Prone Landscapes

Field Trip: Wildfire Affected Area with Active Post-Fire Management (Hellin,
Albacete)

Ecohydrological Processes in Mountain Forested Catchments

Lab Indicators to Assess Forest Perturbation Impacts
Modelling Environmental Processes

Group Final Discussions & Departure

Erik Cammeraat - Univ. Amsterdam

Vesna Zupanc - Univ. Ljubljana

Martina Pollastrini - Univ. Florence

Annemieke Kooijman - Univ.
Amsterdam

Manuel Esteban Lucas-Borja -
UCLM

Giovanni Mastrolonardo - Univ.
Florence

Coord. Pedro A. Plaza-Alvarez -
UCLM

Daniele Penna - Univ. Florence
Rocio Soria Martinez - UCLM

Jose Luis Gonzalez Jimenez -
UCLM

All participants

TEACHING FACULTY

Manuel Esteban
UCLM, Spain

Forest ecosystems & wildfires

Vesna Zupanc

Univ. Ljubljana, Slovenia

Soil physics

Giovanni Mastrolonardo

Univ. Florence, Italy

Forest soil management

Contact & Registration

Erik Cammeraat
Univ. Amsterdam, Netherlands
Rewilding & forestation

Lucas-Borja Thomas A. Nagel
Univ. Ljubljana, Slovenia

Forest management

Daniele Penna
Univ. Florence, Italy
Hydrology & catchments

Claudia Cocozza
Univ. Florence, Italy
Ecohydrology

Rocio Soria Martinez
UCLM, Spain
Soil lab analyses

UCLM, Spain
Environmental modelling

Partner universities

Pedro Antonio Plaza-Alvarez
pedro.plaza@ucim.es - +34 967 599 200

Manuel Esteban Lucas-Borja
manuelesteban.lucas@uclm.es

Univ. of Castilla-La Mancha (UCLM) - Spain

Univ. of Ljubljana - Slovenia
Univ. of Florence - Italy
Univ. of Amsterdam - Netherlands

Jose Luis Gonzalez Jimenez

Annemieke Kooijman
Univ. Amsterdam, Netherlands
Vegetation & hydrology

Martina Pollastrini
Univ. Florence, Italy
Tree water relations

Pedro A. Plaza-Alvarez
UCLM, Spain
Field trip coordination




